THE CONSTITUTION OF THE BAPTIST FELLOWSHIP OF RANDOLPH, VERMONT 

(As amended July 17, 2005)

We do declare and establish this constitution for the purpose of: Preserving and making secure the principles of our Christian faith; Preserving the rights of each member of this church in areas of worship, nurture, fellowship and witness; Setting forth the freedom of action of this body as one possessing an autonomous and theocratic form carried out in an orderly manner.

I. NAME

This church shall be known as The Baptist Fellowship of Randolph, Vermont 

II. OBJECTIVES

The objectives of this church shall be:

To worship and praise God and His Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior, in Spirit and in truth as directed by the Holy Spirit;
To provide opportunities for Christian nurture, ministry and fellowship by discipling all men, women and children in the teachings of Jesus as set forth in the Holy Bible:

To lead all men, women and children to God through faith in Jesus Christ our Lord, baptizing them in the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit;

To provide for spiritual needs and to be a witness for Christ in our community and around the world:

In summary, we are to be a body of professed believers in the Lord Christ Jesus for salvation, whose purpose is to assemble together in His name, to worship, nurture, fellowship and witness to His redeeming grace. We are to be Christ-like in our daily living, by emphasizing total commitment of life, personality and possessions to Jesus Christ our Lord.

III. STATEMENT OF FAITH

The Bible is the, inerrant, infallible and inspired Word of God and shall be our only authority and guide in the matters of faith and practice. As an expression of our beliefs, we subscribe to the principles of faith as set forth in “The Baptist Faith and Message”, as printed in the 2000 edition by “LifeWay Christian Resources”. 

IV. AFFILIATIONS AND RELATIONSHIPS

The government of this church is placed on the body of believers who compose its membership. It is subject to the control of no other ecclesiastical body, but it recognizes and sustains the obligations of mutual counsel and cooperation, which are common among churches of like faith. Insofar as it is practical, this church will cooperate with and support the Green Mountain Baptist Association and Baptist Convention of New England to the extent that they subscribe to the objectives stated above. This church is affiliated with the Southern Baptist Convention.

V. CHURCH COVENANT

Having received and professed the Lord Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior, and having followed Him in Baptism, we now covenant together as one body in Christ:

To walk together in Christian love; to advance this church in knowledge, wisdom and holiness; and to follow our Lord’s teachings in the areas of worship, ordinances, disciplines, doctrines, and stewardship of life and possessions;

To seek daily fellowship with Christ; to share the good news with our children, kindred, and others; to keep our minds and bodies the temple of God by abstaining from those things which are harmful to them; and to study and learn Christ’s commandments that we might abide by them, thereby glorifying His name;

To be sensitive to the needs of others; and meet those needs through prayer and Christian action; to watch over one another in brotherly love; to remember one another in prayer; to aid one another in sickness and distress; to cultivate Christian sympathy in and Christian courtesy in speech; to be slow to take offence, but always ready for immediate reconciliation; and to be zealous in our efforts to advance the kingdom of our Savior;
To be zealous in our missionary outreach at home and abroad through our participation in missions, supportive prayers and offerings; 

To unite as soon as possible, should we leave this place, with some other church where we can carry out the spirit of this covenant and the principles of God’s Word.

VI. AMENDMENTS

Changes in the Constitution and By-Laws may be made at any regular business meeting of the church, provided that [1] the proposed amendment, in writing, was first discussed with the Pastor and Deacons (not necessarily approved by them); [2] the proposed amendment was offered in writing (and voted to present it to the church) at a previous regular business meeting; [3] the amendment is posted conspicuously in the church foyer and/or on the church bulletin in a manner clearly stating the proposed amendment and the existing wording, if any; [4] an announcement is made at two Sunday morning worship services, fourteen (14) and seven (7) days prior to the meeting when the vote will be taken, that such a vote will be taken; and [5] copies of the posted amendment are made readily availably at two Sunday morning worship services, fourteen (14) and seven (7) days prior to the vote. Amendments to the Constitution shall be by two-thirds vote of the members present and voting. Amendments to the By-Laws shall have a concurrence of a majority of the members present and voting.
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